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Tn the Claims: 



1-4. (Cancelled). 



5. (Currently Amended) Th e v e ndk^ machine* of olaim ^ A vending machine, comprising: 

a) a Control system adapted to: 

i) ' determine pew vending data for the vending machine, the n ew vending data 

relative to reference ve ndin g data kept at a central processi ng system for the 

i 

! vending ma chine: and 

ii) . generate difference indicia capable of instructing the centra l processinE 

j system to modify the reference vending data to reflect the new vending data; 

i 

and 

b) communication electronics associated with sa id control system and adapted to 
communicate the difference indicia to the central pr ocessing system wherein the 
refdrence data at the central processing system is modifie d using the difference 
indicia to reflect the new vending datai 

wherein l|he reference vending data and the new vending data include records and data for 
the records and said control system is further adapted to compare the corresponding records for 
the reference vending data and the new vending data to identify records to insert into and records 
to delete from thie reference vending data to reflect the new vending data. 



6. (Originalj) The vending machine of claim 5, wherein said control system is further 
adapted to comrjare the corresponding records for the reference vending data and the new 
vending data to identify records to modify in the reference vending data to reflect the new 
vending data. J 



7. (Current 



y Amended) The vending machine of claim 4- 5, wherein said control system is 
tte the difference indicia to include a line number for an affected record, a type 



adapted to general 
for the affected record, and data, if necessary, for the affected record. 



8-9, (Cancelled). 



PAGE 3/9* RCVD AT 1/23/2004 1:38:08 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DMS:8729306 ■ CSID:919 654 4521 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-20 



„9 J/23/04 14:39 FAX 919 654 4521 W I THROW & TERRANOVA -» USPTO Ctrl Fax @004 



10. (Currentljj Amended) Tho vonding machin e of claim 1, A vftnHin p machine, comprising: 

a) a control system adapted to: 

i) J determine new vending data for the vending machine, the new vending data 
J relative to reference vending data kept at a central processing system foT the 
| vending machine: and 

ii) ! generate difference indicia capable of jn$tructing the central processing 

j system to modify the reference vending data to reflect the new vending data: 
j and 

b) comlmunication electronics associated with said control system and adapted to 



communicate the difference indicia to the central processing system wherein the 



reference data at the central processing system is modified using the difference 



J 



indicia to reflect the new vending data: 

j 

wherein s£id control system is further adapted to tokenize portions of data in the 
difference indici4 such tha-: the central processing system recovers data from the portions of data 
tokenized by the jcontrol system. 

11-18. (Cancelled). 

i 

19. (Currently Amended) The computer r e adabl e medium of claim 15, A computer readable 
medium comurisjing software for instructing a control system to: 

a) determine new vending data for a vending machine, the new vending data relative 
to reference vending data kept at a central processing system for the vending 

T 

b) generate difference indicia capable of instructing the central processing system to 



moflifv the reference vending data to reflect the new vending data: and 
c) effect communications of the difference indicia to the central processing system 
whferein the reference data at the central processing system is modified using the 
difference indicia to reflect the new vending data: 

wherein tfce reference vending data and the new vending data include records and data for 

] 

the records and further comprising instructions to compare the corresponding records for the 



! 3 
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reference vending data and the new vending data to identify records to insert into and records to 
delete from the reference vending data to reflect the new vending data. 

20. (Original)! The computer readable medium of claim 1 9, further comprising instructions to 
compare the corresponding records for the reference vending data and the new vending data to 
identify records tj> modify in the reference vending data to reflect the new vending data. 

21. ( Current ly Amended) The computer readable medium of claim iS lg, further comprising 
instructions to generate the difference indicia to include a line number for an affected record, a 
type for the affected record, and data, if necessary, for the affected record. 

22-23. (Cancelled). 

< 

24. (Currentlv Amended) The computer readable medium of claim -J4 19, further comprising 

instructions to tokenize portions of data in the difference indicia such that the central processing 

i 

system recovers 4ata from the portions of data tokenized by the control system. 



25-30. (Cancelled). 



3 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claiin -3^ A method, comprising: 

a) determining new vending data for a vending machine, the new vending data relative 

to reference vending data kept at a central processing system for the vending 

j 

r 

machine: and 

b) generating di fference indicia capable of instructing the central processing system to 
modify the reference vending data tb reflect the new vending data; and 

c) con Wunicatiag the difference indicia to the central -processing system wherein the 
reference data at the central processing system is modified to reflect the new 

yenjding data using the difference iddicia: 

i 

wherein t|ie reference vending data and the new vending data include records and data for 
the records and further comprising comparing the corresponding records for the reference 
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vending data andjthe new vending data to identify records to insert into and records to delete 
from the referende vending data to reflect the new vending data. 



32. (Original] The method of claim 3 1 , furthercomprising comparing the corresponding 
records for the reference vending data and the nejw vending data to identify records to modify in 
the reference vending data to reflect the new vending data. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3? 31, furthe r com prising generating the 
difference indicia to include a line number for an 

and data, if neceisary, for the affected record, 

34-35. (Cancelled). 



aim 



36. (Currently Amended) The method of cl 
of data in the difference indicia such that the central 
portions of data tokenized by the control system, 

37. (Cancelled). 
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affected record, a type for the affected record, 



27 3_L further comprising tokenizing portions 
processing system recovers data from the 



